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Homegroup Wk Bible 
Readings 

Activities  

Mon 12th Oct Luke 11.29–32 2.30pm Tea & Tinies 
Tues 13th Oct  Luke 11.37–41 10am-12pm Board Games Café 

2pm Mothers’ Union Meeting  
Weds 14th Oct  Luke 11.42–46 11am Communion Service 

12.45pmWednesday Afternoon Grp  
Thurs 15th Oct   Luke 11.47–

end 
2pm Over 50s 

Fri 16th Oct Luke 12.1–7 10am -12pm Community Coffee 
2pm-4pm SNAC–Knit & Natter 

Sat 17th Oct     Luke 12.8–12  
 

To watch the live stream of our Sunday service please go to: 
https://www.youtube.com/@stnicolasearley1496/featured 

 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your 

gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near.  6 Do not worry 
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  7And the peace 
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:4-7 

 Sunday 11 October 2026  
Trinity 19 

 1st Reading: Isaiah 25.1–9 
Psalm: 23 
2nd Reading: Philippians 4.1–9 
Gospel: Matthew 22.1–14 

 Hymns 
822 When morning gilds the skies  
715 The King of love my shepherd is  
724 The Lord’s my shepherd  
432 Let us build a house   

http://www.stnicolas.org.uk/
mailto:office@stnicolas.org.uk
https://www.youtube.com/@stnicolasearley1496/featured
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PRAYER 
 

COLLECT: Faithful Lord, whose steadfast love never ceases and whose 
mercies never come to an end: grant us the grace to trust you and to 
receive the gifts of your love, new every morning, in Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

 
O God,  

our heavenly King, 
you have prepared a magnificent banquet for your Son 

and extended your gracious invitation to all people. 
Forgive us when we allow the distractions of this world 

to turn our hearts away from your calling. 
Strip away our pride, and clothe us instead 

with the wedding garment of Christ's righteousness, 
that we may be found ready to celebrate inside your kingdom; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Prayer at St Nicolas  
There are a group of people who love to pray for anything which is on 
your mind.  You can contact Jenny Bryce at 07963 905663 or the 
office on office@stnicolas.org.uk or write a card and put it in the prayer 
box in church.  All requests in the box are prayed for on a Sunday 
morning by our Prayer Ministry Team. 
 
Please feel free to join our 6pm Prayer Group every Sunday where we 

will be praying for the needs of the world and our community.  
This is back on Zoom now, to join please click on the link below 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83985221424?pwd=iYIbb3mjOd4gSviyUw
Vgp7fBOGRAbP.1 

Meeting ID: 839 8522 1424 
Passcode: 981055 

 
 

mailto:office@stnicolas.org.uk?subject=Prayer%20Request
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83985221424?pwd=iYIbb3mjOd4gSviyUwVgp7fBOGRAbP.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83985221424?pwd=iYIbb3mjOd4gSviyUwVgp7fBOGRAbP.1
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Notices  
 
We are delighted that Tina and Ella will be being Baptised in this 
Sunday’s Service, ahead of their confirmation at Earley St Peter’s at 
6pm on Sunday evening.  We wish every blessing on them both! 

 
Oops! Sorry to those who were ready to shop last week!  I 
can however advise that Richard’s Fairtrade stall will be with 
us this Sunday in the Servery after the 10am service  

 
Mothers Union Meeting this 
Tuesday 13th October at 2pm  
Dr Bernie Choi will be giving a 
talk about working at Westcall.  

Come and join us for what I amsure will be a very interesting afternoon. 
 

Thanksgiving Service for baby Ember Saturday 21st November 1pm all 
welcome, please RSVP to Eleanor or Bethany if you are able to attend.  

 
Earley Environmental Group 2027 Calendars on sale from the Parish 
Office now! Come and get one before they sell out! 
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For more infromation please click here  

 
Good Food Good Question Saturday 17th October, 7:30 - 9pm 
 There must be more than this… 
As you look out at the world and see its brokenness, don’t you 
sometimes think to yourself, ‘is this really how it’s meant to be? Is this 
really the best it’s going to be?’ In a relaxed environment, Andy 
Robinson will speak for about twenty minutes on the goodness of God’s 
creation and his new creation, giving us a beautiful glimpse of how God 
made the world in the beginning, and how, through Jesus, he will 
remake it in the end. We’ll also have live music, a Q&A, and plenty of 
cake and desserts! 
Venue: Carey Baptist Church, Carey Street, Reading RG1 7JS (parking 
available in the Carey Centre, entrance off Body Road) 

Book your free tickets for this here.  
Church Office, The Carey Centre, Anstey Rd, Reading RG1 
7JR T: 0118 959 0058 Tuesday – Friday (9am-3:30pm) 

www.careybaptistchurch.org.uk 

https://stnicolas.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/Job-Advert-Centre-Manager-Sept-2026.pdf
https://www.careybaptistchurch.org.uk/book/good-food-good-question-2026/
http://www.careybaptistchurch.org.uk/


Find St Nicolas on Facebook and follow us on Twitter @earley_stnics Registered Charity No. 1138037 

 

News from Oxford Diocese  

 
 

“How are you coping?” I think I have lost count of the number of times in 
the past two months that people have asked me that. And it usually 
comes with the follow-up: “You must be incredibly busy, covering two jobs 
now that you are the Acting Diocesan Bishop.” 
I am deeply grateful for the concern and pastoral care that these 
comments demonstrate, and I will admit that, yes indeed, life is busy, 
and particularly so at the current time! However, in responding to those 
questions, I find I am repeatedly struck by three different thoughts: 
Firstly, just how incredibly well supported I am by the colleagues and 
team around me – their work and their encouragement, sharing the 
load and partners with me in ministry. 
And it’s not just my wonderful fellow Bishops and Church House 
colleagues, but also the clergy and lay people, parish by parish right 
across our diocese – their work and ministry, their support and 
encouragement. 
I am particularly humbled each Sunday, as I take services out in the 
parishes and, week after week, I am named and supported in the 
prayers of intercession, as people stand with me and pray God’s 
blessing on me. 
Secondly, when I am busy, I am forcibly reminded of my need not to 
look to my own strength, or to my energy, or wisdom or agenda, but to 
look to God: This is a key and repeated Biblical theme, seen most 
clearly perhaps in the wonderful verse in 2 Corinthians 12:9: “My grace 
is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in your weakness.” 
And my third thought – and again maybe this applies to all of us – is 
that perhaps I need to stop work and simply rest and chill a bit more. 
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If, in the busyness of life, I am giving a message of needing to be 
constantly on the go, constantly working, constantly charging from one 
task straight into the next one, then as well as being life-quenching 
when Jesus’ intention and gift is that I am called to live a life that’s 
abundant – life in all its fulness – I’m also living in a way that 
undermines and negates the Gospel I am called to declare and to live 
by. 
It is God who provides, God who resources, and God who I am called to 
put my trust and dependence in, and not my own effort, hard work or 
achievements. 
And, for me as Bishop and for each of us as disciples, I think that maybe 
the most powerful way we can declare the grace and power of God in 
our world and in our lives is if we simply learn afresh and live out what 
it is to enjoy life, to rest, to play, to have fun! 
We are called and privileged to be “Children of God”, and, I think, 
perhaps the greatest defining characteristic of a child should simply that 
they know how to have fun – they know how to play! 
So, whatever responsibilities you or I may hold, and whatever work may 
need to be done, may we nevertheless resolve to pause, to look up and 
look around in delighted wonder at the world around us, and then to 
step out and enjoy it. 
In play, in rest, in recreation. In whatever it may be for you and for me 
that puts a smile on our face and enables us to live and to enjoy “life – 
life in all its fulness”. 
With every blessing in Christ,  
Bishop Gavin  

 
Bishop gives speech to mark 7 October attacks 

The Acting Bishop of Oxford spoke on Wednesday at a service to 
remember the events of 7 October 2023. You can read the speech 
Bishop Gavin gave at the interfaith gathering outside the Oxford Jewish 
Centre. 
The Archbishop of Canterbury also released a statement marking the 
anniversary. In addition to this, a group of Diocesan Inter Faith Advisors 
have expressed their concerns about the Green Party vote regarding 
Zionism. Read their statement online. 

 

https://oxford.anglican.org/news/bishop-gavin-gives-speech-at-event-to-mark-7-october-attacks.php
https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/news/archbishop-canterbury-statement-7-october-anniversary
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61f2fd86f0ee5/content/pages/documents/interfaithadvisorsstatementgpfinal-presentation.pdf
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To register email marketing@reinspired.org.uk 
 

mailto:marketing@reinspired.org.uk

