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Opento God. Open to one another. Open to the community,

Sunday 8t March 2026
Mothering Sunday
1st Reading: Exodus 2:1-10
Psalm: 34:11-20
2" Reading: Colossians 3:12
Gospel Reading: - John 19:25b-27

Hymns
195 For the beauty of the earth
549 O God, you search me and you
know me
194 For Mary, mother of our Lord
561 O Lord hear my prayer
692 Tell out my soul
Bible Readings  Activities
Mon 16 Mar  John 4:43-end 2.30-3.30pm Tea & Tinies
7.30pm Lent Study Group
Tues 17 Mar  John 5:1-3, 5-16 10am-12pm Board Games Café
2pm Memory Café
Weds 18 Mar John 5:17-30 11am Communion Service
Thurs 19 Mar Matthew 1:18-end 2pm Over 50s
Fri 20 Mar John 7:1-2, 10, 10.30am-4pm SNAC Easter Sale
25-30 10am- 12pm Full Hearts Friday 10am-

12pm Community Coffee
2pm -4.30pm SNAC - Knit & Natter

Sat 21 Mar John 7:40-52

To watch the live stream of our Sunday service please go to:
https://www.youtube.com/@stnicolasearley1496/featured

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 2 When
Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he
said to his mother, ‘Woman, here is your son.’ 2’ Then he said to the disciple,
‘Here is your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own
home. John 19:25-27
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PRAYER

Collect: God of love, passionate and strong, tender and careful: watch over us
and hold us all the days of our life;through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Loving God,
Thank you for mums and children
and for all the joy of family life.

Be with those who are grieving because they have no mother;
Be close to those who are struggling because they have no children;
Be near to those who are sad because they are far apart from those

they love.
Let your love be present in every home,
And help your church to have eyes to see and ears to hear the needs of
all who come.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Ever-loving God,
who hears us in our anguish and distress,
and longs for us to be free.
We pray for the people of Iran and the wider Middle East,
at this time of fear and uncertainty.
Be near to those who are anxious;
bring comfort to all who are suffering.
Guide those with the power to make decisions,
and lead them in the ways of wisdom, compassion and moderation:
that people of goodwill would seek harmony and reconciliation.
Join us with our Christian brothers and sisters in all places,
in praying for peace with justice,
through him who is the prince of peace,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Bishop Guli of Chelmsford

Please feel free to join our 6pm Prayer group every Sunday
on Zoom Meeting ID 872 7137 1558 we will be praying for the needs
of the world and our community
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NOTICES:

Richard Cocks will be here this Sunday 15t March with his
Fairtrade stall so do remember to pop into the servery after the
10am service to purchase your goods.

FAIRTRADE
INTERNATIONAL

m We look forward to sharing a taste of Springtime
A with you all this Mothering Sunday by giving out

‘) \ bunches of daffodils. We hope you enjoy them and
.k d they brighten your week!

We have our Annual Parochial Church Meeting coming up on Sunday
26th April and will have the following elections:

1 x Churchwarden; 3 x PCC Members; 2 x Deanery Synod Reps

Please do take some time to consider if this is something you can do. If
you would like more information please speak with one of the
Churchwardens or Mark. Election forms will be going out shortly.

3 Lent Lunch on Sunday 22 March after the 10am
W G service.You are warmly invited to join us for a Lent
% s&# . Lunchin Church on Sunday 22 March around midday.
o ~ This will a simple meal of soup and bread. There is a
sign up sheet in Church so please add you name if you wish to attend. If
you are able to make soup or bread/bread rolls please note this on the
sign up sheet or let the parish office know. Thank you.

Free Basic First Aid Training

Free training is being run by St Peter's Church, Earley, on Saturday 21
March, 2-4pm. Training is being provided by a private company, ABC
Medical Services. Certificates provided. For more information and/or to
book a place, email Kate: vicar@earleystpeters.org.uk.

Limited numbers: first come first served.

Prayer at St Nicolas There are a group of people who love to pray for
anything which is on your mind. You can contact Jenny Bryce at 07963
905663 or the office on office@stnicolas.org.uk or write a card and put
it in the prayer box in church. All requests in the box are prayed for on
a Sunday morning by our Prayer Ministry Team.
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St Nicolas Afternoon Club

Easter Gift & Card Sale

Friday 20™ March
from 10.30am — 4pm

There will be a lovely selection of
Handmade Gifts and Cards

Something for everyone of all ages

Tea/Coffee and delicious
homemade cakes will be available.

Please come along and meet your friends
and to support our Church.
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NEWS FROM OXFORD DIOCESE

presence

Diocesan Synod was blessed by the
presence and contributions of young
people from across the diocese in its
first meeting of 2026, held at Didcot
Civic Hall.

A panel of teenagers from Aylesbury,
Reading and Abingdon shared openly
about faith, church and the challenges of living as Christians.

One offered a candid challenge to Synod members: “We are followers
of Jesus, not simply churchgoers. If we can challenge people’s
perceptions [of church], we can show that Jesus is the best thing ever. |
would challenge you to show young people that you are not just creaky
old people - you are followers of Jesus.”

The meeting also saw Bishop Steven'’s final presidential address before
his retirement this summer.

Reflecting on his time at the diocese, Bishop Steven said: “Ten years
ago, as a diocese, we addressed the question of our common vision. We
asked first what kind of church we are called to be. Our second
guestion followed from the first: what are we called to do together at
this time?”

Read the full report.

Spiritual and Near-Death Experiences across Faiths

Reading Minster. Friday 27 March. 7pm

A Reading Minster Lent lecture by Dr Marianne Rankin, the author
of An Introduction to Religious and Spiritual Experience.

Also available to watch on YouTube. The event is free, but voluntary
donations towards expenses are welcome.

Screening of Six Inches of Soil

Benson Community Hall, OX10 6FY. Sunday 22 March. 7pm

Screening of an inspiring story of three British farmers transforming the
way they produce food, to heal the soil, benefit our health and provide
for local communities. The event features a panel of local farmers,
refreshments and a free raffle.

Book free tickets.
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THE CHURCH
OF ENGLAND
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hﬁs.%".!ss LENT

You're invited to join our

EASTER SERVICES

Sun 29 March 10am - Palm Sunday Service
Mon 30 March 7.30pm - Stations of the Cross
Tues 31 March 7.30pm - Taizé Service
Weds 1st April 7.30pm - A Reflective Service
Thurs 2nd April 7.30pm- Maundy Thurs Service
Fri 3rd April 10am-12pm- Good Friday Family Fun
Fri 3rd April 3pm Good Friday Service
Sat 4th April 7.30pm- Holy Saturday Service
Sun 5th April 10am- Easter Sunday Service
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ST NICOLAS CHURCH, SUTCLIFFE AVENUE, RG6 7JN

CHARITY NO:
1138037 STNICOLAS.ORG.UK
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Join Earley Town Council with Earley-Adopt-A-Street
Initiative and Earley Environmental Group in conjunction with

{‘*\* -

'Sundg y 22" March ZOZGE’E*

Morning Session (10am - 12.30pm)_Meeting Locations

» The Interpretation Centre, Instow Rd « Junction of London Rd/The Drive

« Chalfont Park Car Park « Maiden Place Community Centre Car Park

Afternoon Session (2pm - 4.30pm) Meeting Location

The Interpretation Centre, Instow Rd

Please bring gloves and litter pickers if you have them, otherwise
equipment will be provided

For more information, contact:
administration@earley-tc.gov.uk
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Join us for tea, chat and light recreation in a friendly
atmosphere! The cafe is particularly designed for people who

live with some form of memory loss and their carers. but
everyone is welcome!

Jhird Tuesday of every meonth!
17th March 21st April 19th May

2:00 - 3:30pm in the St Nicolas Centre
Sutcliffe Avenue Earley RG6 7JN
Tel: 0118 966 9080

@ Stnicolas.org.uk @ Office@stnicolas.org.uk 0 Earleystnics

Charity No: 1138037
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