www.stnicolas.org.uk . O
office@stnicolas.org.uk S N |CO|Q SX
0118 9669080 Church + Centre

Opento God. Open to one another. Open to the community,

Sunday 30th November 2025
First Sunday of Advent
rst Reading Isaiah 2:1-5
Psalm 122
= = ond Reading Romans 13:11-end
pel Reading Matthew 24:36-44
Hymns 786 Wake, O wake

FIRST SUND
307 Hills of the north rejoice

@%LW 286 Hark a herald voice is calling
452 Longing for light

Bible Readings Activities
Mon 1 Dec | Matthew 4:18-22 2.30-3.30pm Tea & Tinies
7.30pm Advent Course in Church
Tues 2 Dec  Luke 10:21-24 10am-12pm Board Games Café
2.30pm Epilepsy Berkshire
Weds 3 Dec Matthew 15:29-37 11am Service
8pm Men'’s Curry Club
Thurs 4 Dec = Matthew 7:21,24-27 2pm Over 50s Group - Quiz
7.30pm St Nics Pub Night
Fri 5 Dec Matthew 9:27-31 10am-12pm Community Coffee

10-11.30am Full Hearts Friday
2pm -4.30pm SNAC - Knit & Natter
Sat 6 Dec Matthew 9:35-10, Alex Wren & Julia Machalska'’s
1,6-8 Wedding

To watch the live stream of our Sunday service please go to:
https://www.youtube.com/@stnicolasearley1496/featured

42 Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day™® your Lord is
coming. 3 But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part
of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not
have let his house be broken into. 4 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son
of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.

Matthew 24:36-44
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PRAYER

Collect: Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns, turn us from the
darkness of sin to the light of holiness, that we may be ready to meet
you in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ

15t Sunday of Advent

_The Candle

of Hope

Heavenly Father,
as we light the first candle of Advent,
we welcome the hope of Your promise.
May this light remind us of Your presence
in our lives and ignite a steadfast trust in your love.
Guide us in this season of waiting,
filling our hearts with anticipation and peace,
as we look forward to the coming of
our Saviour, Jesus Christ
Amen

Prayer at St Nicolas There are a group of people who love to pray for
anything which is on your mind. You can contact Jenny Bryce at 07963
905663 or the office on office@stnicolas.org.uk or write a card and put
it in the prayer box in church. All requests in the box are prayed for on
a Sunday morning by our Prayer Ministry Team.

Please feel free to join our 6pm Prayer group every Sunday
on Zoom Meeting ID 872 7137 1558 we will be praying for the needs
of the world and our community.
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NOTICES

Cake and Craft Sale this Sunday 30t November

There will be a cake and craft stall on Sunday 30t November

after the 10am service. If you have any unused/unopened/unwanted
toiletries we would love to sell these too. Please bring them in the
either this week or next and pop them in the parish office or give to
Maggie or Denise on the day. Thank you.

St Nics Advent Course - Starting this coming Monday 1st, 8th 15t and
22nd Dec at 7.30pm, in Church

Creating Space: An Advent Journey

You are warmly invited to reflect on a deeper
dimension of the Incarnation: The theology of
the womb, and Mary’s courageous, costly “yes”
that made room for God in her very body.

As we journey through Advent, may we learn to wait with wonder, to
make space with courage, and allow Christ to be formed anew in the
womb of our hearts.

Patronal Festlval Bring and Share Lunch Sunday 7t December

: We will be celebrating the feast of St
Nicolas on Sunday 7t December and
would like to invite you all to a bring
and share lunch from 12.30pm.
The sign-up sheet is in church to sign
up for your place and also to what you
are able to bring and share. We look
forward to celebrating our patron
together!

NI N - The next meeting of Mothers
Ot ers 0 Union will be our annual Advent
Christian care for families Service. It will take place at

2pm on Tuesday, December 9th in the church followed by tea and
coffee and cake. You don't have to be a mother - all are welcome.
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To Everyone at Earley St Nicolas ...............
: « B ’
- You're invited to a P

P fabulous

hristmas -4

’

L
From 6 PM Until 9 PM
Tuesday, December 9th

St.Nicolas Church ,Earley
RG6 7)JN

~><L e

Join us for a night filled with festive cheer,
meaningful conversations, and delicious fo
— a perfect way to celebrate togethernessiu .

and trust within our community. 3

RSVP; reading@dialoguesociety.org

-
k) StNicolos

DIALOGUE Church + Centre
SOCIETY

RSVP reading@dialoguesociety.org
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Decarbonising and
Improving our Church -
an exciting new project

Earlier this year, St
Nicolas received a grant
from the Diocese of
Oxford to carry out a
study to look at how we
can become a net-zero
carbon church. This is
part of the plan for

the whole of the Church of England to achieve net zero carbon by
2030, as the General Synod recognised that the global climate
emergency is a crisis for God'’s creation and a fundamental injustice.

The feasibility study has been completed and we have received the
report which outlines a number of steps that we can take. They include
low-energy lighting, insultation, solar panels on the roof of Servery and
replacing our ageing gas boiler with an air-to-air heat pump. As well as
reducing our carbon footprint, these measures would mean lower
running costs in the long term and a more comfortable church. We also
know that the roof of the church will need replacing soon, so it seems
sensible to include this work in the scope of the project.

In the New Year, we will be putting together a team to take this
important project forward. We will need people with a variety of skills,
but more importantly a passion to see our church develop and serve
our community. There will, of course, be a financial cost, but we hope
that we will be able to access grant funding for some of it. There will
also be support from the Diocese to take the project forward.

Please think and pray about whether you'd like to be part of this
team. If you'd like to know more, have any questions or would like to
have a copy of the feasibility report, please contact Wendy
(wendy@stnicolas.org.uk).
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Many thanks from the Royal British Legion, our
poppy collection this year totalled £94.96.
Thank you to eveyone who bought a poppy your
support makes a real differnce to those in the
Armed Forces community. To find out more
rovaL eriTisH LEcion  about how your donation helps pease visit
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/about-
us/who-we-are/our-strategy

CARE 4
CALAIS

Wanted:Men's clothing for asylum seekers in local hotels.
We would be very grateful for donations of the following in good
condition:-
e anoraks/winter jackets.
trousers/ jeans/ joggers waist 30-36.
sweatshirts, hoodies, Tshirts
Trainers size 41-45
New boxer shorts and socks
e Phones (unlocked with working battery)
Please contact Jenny for collection of donations 07963905663

Piano needing a good home! It is in good condition and | have owned it
for about 25-30 years. It comes with its own piano stool. It is fine with
modern central heating and keeps in very good tune with regular
maintenance.

| do not want any money for it, just for it to go to a good home, where
it will be used. | live in Thatcham, and it is downstairs in our lounge.

If you are interested please contact Michael Thomas

on michaelpaulthomas1965@gmail.com
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o= FAMILY ACTIVITY
POP-UP SESSION

Tonnes of festive table top crafts m

Gingerbread & biscuit decorating rEI e,

Chnstmas Story trail &' treat

“'\
s s .L.-""%;,_ —
.:'::, MONDAY DEC 15TH 4-5.30PM — a
meebd - ST NICOLAS CENTRE EARLEY

Organised by the S N|CO|OS-#;§

magical elves at... Church + Centre
¥ SCAN THE QR CODE OR TEXT LOUISE 077340419693 TO BOOK IN

StNicolos

Church + Centr

TRV

Come and make your christingle, join in with the

Christmas story and enjoy some carol singing!
Service approx. 1 howur (ead by Rev Mark, dufia & Efeanor
§t Nicolad Church, Sulefijje Ave RCE 7IN
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arden Centre

Wednesday, 3rd December
Wednesday, 10th December
Wednesday, 17th December

These quiet sessions are designed to take the
distress and anxiety out of grotto visits for children
with autism or additional needs. This means no
queueing on the day and reduced number of
people visiting the grotto.

Grotto music will be turned off
Twinkling lights removed

Bookings can be made in person at centre, via
email winnersh@britishgardencentres.com or by
telephone: 01183044445

Visit britishgardencentres.com/centres/winnersh-garden-centre/ to find out more.
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because
we’re
worth
it!

Usual first Wednesday of the month,
at 8pm on Weds. 03 December 2025.

Rajmoni Restaurant, Maiden Place, Lower Earley

Come along and enjoy the welcome!

ca. £30 for a poppadum, 2 courses, 2 drinks & tip.
Contact David Pooler for details
8 0741.379.5050 #=7 dave@poolers.co.uk

7.30pm at the Three Tuns Pub,

191 Wokingham Road RG6 1LT.

Come along for a chat and a drink on the first
Thursday of every month. For more details,
please contact Eleanor 07879 820367.

| Everyone welcome!
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‘ Refu ee There was an interesting
“ interview with Enver Solomon,
SUDp Ort CEO of the Refugee Council in
lf‘oup the Guardian on Monday; the article
ends by asking for any responses. We

=

have sent ours for consideration, and thought we'd share it with you
too:

Refugee Support Group in Reading wholeheartedly agrees with the
points raised by the Refugee Council in this article. Week after week, we
witness the human cost of the hostile environment and the increasingly
dehumanising rhetoric directed at people seeking sanctuary in the UK.

The widespread misconceptions that refugees are “living it up” in luxury
hotels are astonishing, and they are deliberately used by unscrupulous
politicians to sow division and hate. These hotels were never intended
for long-term stays, yet the lack of resources at the Home Office to
process asylum applications has worsened the situation. We hear so
many horror stories - entire families living in a single room,
inappropriate behaviour from security guards, and of poor-quality food
contributing to serious health problems. Meanwhile, private sector
organisations profit substantially from these contracts, with individuals
reportedly achieving significant personal wealth as a result.

The people we support are eager to work, contribute, and rebuild their
lives. Many bring a wealth of skills and experience; teachers, nurses,
carers, and more, who can make a significant positive contribution to
the UK. They want nothing more than to give back to the communities
that have welcomed and sheltered them. It makes no sense to prevent
them from working while their applications are being processed.

We ask the public to consider: what would they do if their country was
destroyed by conflict, if famine threatened their children, or if they
were persecuted for their identity, faith, or sexuality? Where would
they go to protect their family and survive?

There are two points | want to emphasise. First, our deep gratitude to
the many generous donors and volunteers who support our work.
Second, a plea to anyone wishing to help refugees locally to support

grassroots organisations such as RSG. Smaller charities working on the
Find St Nicolas on Facebook and follow us on Twitter @earley_stnics Registered Charity No. 1138037
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ground are too often overlooked by larger, better-funded organisations,
yet they remain a lifeline for people in desperate need.

Like the Refugee Council, we have had to step up security at our offices
and events. This hostile climate, fuelled by political rhetoric, endangers
not only those seeking refuge but also the people who dedicate
themselves to supporting them.

A colleague of RSG recently bumped to our joint Patron Lord Alf Dubs
on the tube. They chatted and he updated her on the work he was
doing to support reunification of refugee children with their

parents: She said to him 'we need more of you'. Alf replied "but we have
thousands of you. Keep going." That is the message to everyone
fighting against division and hatred. - Nick Harborne, CEO Refugee
Support Group

We'll see if it gets published.. In the meantime, it's coming up to the
Big Give Christmas Challenge, where your donations to RSG will be
doubled - save the date and details to follow: 2nd December to 9th
December.

Best wishes, The Team at RSG

- 0 O
% S S NucolosX
: = Lo s ) Church + Centre
OS>, Q€ v v .
- e+ & L F o N

‘i:.“;?f‘;‘:‘ e fia T B
< full hearts fridayv

- Playgroup for parents,carers and their small people™
-4's _ : .

Crafts & activities,

toys, books, songs,

storg, snaoks F\"idﬂgs 10-11.30am
~ dsl St Nicolas Church
& friends] Earley RGETIN
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES AT
EARLEY SY NICOLAS CHURCH

Fri 19 Dec 6pm
+ Carol Service in Church
Weds 24 Dec 4pm
Ctib & Christingle Service
Weds 24 Dec 11.30pm
*  Midnight Mass x

Thurs 25 Dec 10am

Christmas Day Service

*

Share the Joy, Peace, And

*Hope of Christmas!
All Are Welcome *

oo o
i e

THE CHURCH
OF ENGLAND
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